CASTREJON CANAL

by Panchun & Antonio Riquelme

GENERAL DATA:

pcatia La Puebla de Montalban (Toledo).

0 J [ From Toledo take the road that leads to Talavera la Reina, on the way

BIre to the village of Puebla de Montalban; five kilometres before reaching
this village, we will come to a crossing on which there is a sign indi-
cating Polan to the right, and Burujon and Torrijos to the left: take
the road to Polan and about 2 kilometres later, near the reservoir
dam, we will arrive to a small village called Alcubillete; once you have
crossed it and very near the end of a straight road you will find a path
on your right: follow this path and it will drive you straight to a bridge
above the Canal.

necie Carp (some grow quite big), crucians (up to 1kg), catfish (a real nui-
sance during summer, but they don’t appear in winter).

. Rod licence for the Region of Castilla-La Mancha.

fJua Middle-low.

egime Free fishing.

Design: CarloAF67




VENUE DESCRIPTION

1. Castrejon dam wall

2. Entrance to the towpath, it goes to
point o /7 and to the bridge (point 11).

3. Beginning of canal, right bank.

4. Solar panels area, thereis a peg whe-
re there is a cable going into the water.

5. In this point there is a small entran-
ce to the path that takes to the solar pa-
nels area.

6. Fishable area of the solar panels
area, it is between marks 3 and 6; howe-
ver from B to 8 there is an area full of
bankside vegetation, so it is not very used
in matches.

7. Paths crossing: to the right, it takes
to the bridge, and to the left it takes towards
the solar panels.

8 to 9. Pegs among bankside vege-
tation (they are normally cut in winter to
prevent them from entering the turbines at
the existing weir in Carpio de Tajo)

10. A small drain. Just mentioned as
a landmark.
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11. Bridge above the canal. Clubs
members usually meet in this area.

12. Telephone cables that cross the ca-
nal and go to the area between numbers 11
and 12, it is known as the “fig tree area”, be-
cause in this area there is a small fig tree very
near point 12, even if this tree is not usually
easy to see, as it is generally cut down.

13. Beginning of the canal on its left side. Al
this area is used in matches up to point 17.

14. Exit to the first curve, this is a good
area for fishing.

15. In my opinion, the best area: oppo-
site it there is a group of trees.

16. Opposite the drain, this is a good
area too. If we observe the map, food is
carried along the left bank, as it is the area
that usually tows the most. The current
slows down in points 14 and 16.

16to17. This areais, by far, the most
fished.

18. Bank side vegetation area, it's ne-
ver used in matches.

19. The water pumps. There are four
pumps, and they are used to extract water



for irrigation. When they are working they
form a flow that attracts the carp, especia-
lly during summer months. This area is not
used in matches.

Other data

The area from 14 to 16 is known as
“Zone Sensas”.

From 14 to 13, an area opposite the
solar panels.

Downstream from 12 and 19, the banks
are made of concrete and quite steep, so it
may be necessary to fix our platform/seat-
box with a rope. It's also advisable to des-
cend to water level using a rope. Personally,
| dont recommend this area as it is quite
dangerous, apart from the fact that it hardly
ever fishes well; it is a more technical and
harder area. When our club fishes this area
Is simply because there isnt any other area
available or they are in bad conditions.

Useful pegs (approx.)

Between 3 and 6: about 35 pegs.
Between 8 and 11: about 22 pegs.

Castrején Canal

COMPETITION VENUES

Between 11 and 12: about 30 pegs,
bearing in mind there’'s a length of bank
that has suffered a landslide and we are
not counting it.

Between 13 and 17: about 80 pegs.

In total, they make about 167 pegs, If it's
tight pegged and using some difficult-access
pegs. There would be only 135 if we only use
those that are comfortable to fish.




COMPETITION VE

COMPETITION VENUE tant feeding of maggots, and even surface
groundbaits.

The normal techniques to use (except
for summer) are fishing on the bottom, pin-
ning down the bait with the help of big lolli-
pops when it is towing a lot, or we will inch
our peg with the hook just touching bottom
RECOMMENDED TECHNIQUES or even a bit suspended depending on the
season. In these cases we will have to vary
the shape and weight of our floats.

Fish tend to respond better to a conti-
nuous groundbaiting along the session, ex-
cept for winter, when the amount of active
fish drops considerably.

The average weight to win a section va-
ries between 15 and 40 kilograms in nor-
mal conditions.

We have to point out that in non-official
matches people use paste (in this area
it is called “la bola”, the ball). To fish this
method, we will employ a big ball of paste
moulded around a big hook. This is a very
selective method not only for the size of
fish, it also tends to match a greater num-
ber of them.

There are some key pegs, but generally
speaking is a very uniform and fair venue,
with fish very evenly distributed along the
whole canal.

They differ slightly depending on the
areas, but at a distance between 11,5 and
13 metres, depths are usually a bit beeper
than a five section top kit, even though it is
usually better to set up a six section kit (di-
fferences can vary up to 60 centimetres)

Depending on the existing flow, which can
be altered in a matter of minutes (this canal
is employed not only for irrigation, but also to
produce electricity) we will have to use floa-
ts ranging from 1 gram (during the summer
months even less than 1 gram) up to 80 or
more grams, usually flat floats or “lollipops”.

Lines need to have a diameter of
0,16 onwards, but personally | like to
use a 0,18 mm.

In summer, fish tend to be suspended in

mid water, sometimes very near the actual

surface; in these cases we will use a cons- RECOMMENDED BAITS

Mainly maggats, sweetcorn, worms (unless
catfish are present in our swim and we want
to avoid them), and paste if we are not under
match rules.

FINAL CONCLUSSIONS

This canal is a place with a big head of fish.
There are plenty of club matches, and on oc-
casions we could find that on some days the
whole length of the canal is completed with
anglers. This will, at times, make us have to
move to other venues, especially if we are
a big group of anglers. It's a venue where
flows change greatly, so we can find that we
have to fish with floats up to 40 grams and,
in @ matter of minutes, we will need only a
4 grammer. This fact only makes us carry a
vast array of spare top kits, each set up with
different sized floats. It will also make us have
to use a big quantity of groundbait due, too,
to the strength of the tow. [ |
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